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And upon her forehead was a name written,
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND
ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH.--Revelation 17:5  That new and
unexpected light, in some way or other,
should be cast, about this very period, on
the Church of the grand Apostacy, the very
language and symbols of the Apocalypse
might have prepared us to anticipate. In the
Apocalyptic visions, it is just before the
judgment upon her that, for the first time,
John sees the Apostate Church with the
name Babylon the Great written upon her
forehead (Rev 17:5). What means the
writing of that name on the forehead? Does
it not naturally indicate that, just before
judgment overtakes her, her real character
was to be so thoroughly developed, that
everyone who has eyes to see, who has the
least spiritual discernment, would be
compelled, as it were, on ocular
demonstration, to recognise the wonderful
fitness of the title which the Spirit of God
had affixed to her. Her judgment is now
evidently hastening on; and just as it
approaches, the Providence of God,
conspiring with the Word of God, by light
pouring in from all quarters, makes it more
and more evident that Rome is in very deed
the Babylon of the Apocalypse; that the
essential character of her system, the grand
objects of her worship, her festivals, her
doctrine and discipline, her rites and
ceremonies, her priesthood and their
orders, have all been derived from ancient
Babylon; and, finally, that the Pope himself
is truly and properly the lineal
representative of Belshazzar. In the warfare
that has been waged against the
domineering pretensions of Rome, it has
too often been counted enough merely to
meet and set aside her presumptuous boast,
that she is the mother and mistress of all
churches--the one Catholic Church, out of
whose pale there is no salvation. If ever
there was excuse for such a mode of
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dealing with her, that excuse will hold no
longer. If the position I have laid down can
be maintained, she must be stripped of the
name of a Christian Church altogether; for
if it was a Church of Christ that was
convened on that night, when the
pontiff-king of Babylon, in the midst of his
thousand lords, praised the gods of gold,
and of silver, and of wood, and of stone
(Dan 5:4), then the Church of Rome is
entitled to the name of a Christian Church;
but not otherwise. This to some, no doubt,
will appear a very startling position; but it
is one which it is the object of this work to
establish; and let the reader judge for
himself, whether I do not bring ample
evidence to substantiate my position.
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