Cur Deus Homo

Excerpt: How man was made holy by God, so as to be happy in the enjoyment of God.
Anselm: It ought not to be disputed that rational nature was made holy by God, in order to be
happy in enjoying Him. For to this end is it rational, in order to discern justice and injustice,
good and evil, and between the greater and the lesser good. Otherwise it was made rational in
vain. But God made it not rational in vain. Wherefore, doubtless, it was made rational for this
end. In like manner is it proved that the intelligent creature received the power of discernment
for this purpose, that he might hate and shun evil, and love and choose good, and especially
the greater good. For else in vain would God have given him that power of discernment, since
man’s discretion would be useless unless he loved and avoided according to it. But it does not
befit God to give such power in vain. It is, therefore, established that rational nature was
created for this end, viz., to love and choose the highest good supremely, for its own sake and
nothing else; for if the highest good were chosen for any other reason, then something else and
not itself would be the thing loved. But intelligent nature cannot fulfil this purpose without
being holy. Therefore that it might not in vain be made rational, it was made, in order to fulfil
this purpose, both rational and holy. Now, if it was made holy in order to choose and love the
highest good, then it was made such in order to follow sometimes what it loved and chose, or
else it was not. But if it were not made holy for this end, that it might follow what it loves and
chooses, then in vain was it made to love and choose holiness; and there can be no reason why
it should be ever bound to follow holiness. Therefore, as long as it will be holy in loving and
choosing the supreme good, for which it was made, it will be miserable; because it will be
impotent despite of its will, inasmuch as it does not have what it desires. But this is utterly
absurd. Wherefore rational nature was made holy, in order to be happy in enjoying the
supreme good, which is God. Therefore man, whose nature is rational, was made holy for this
end, that he might be happy in enjoying God.
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