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This study demonstrates the practical
application of postcolonial theory to Irish
drama. It argues that postcolonial tactics
must evolve to suit temporal needs, calling
for a re-evaluation of writers too easily
dismissed or overlooked in earlier
generations. Starting with Sheridans sister,
Alicia LeFanu, around the Act of Union,
moving to Dion Boucicaults comedic
melodramas post-famine, then to W.B.
Yeats romantic Celt mythology plays, on to
Brian Friels interrogation of nationalisms,
and finally to contemporary voices now
emerging, analyses of the focus plays and
their public reception illustrates why
drama, as a communally received literate
work, may more powerfully voice
postcolonial concerns than the previously
privileged novel form.
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